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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

INTRODUCING JESUS

MAY 2, 2010
AS WE GATHER 

Each of today's Scripture readings is an invitation to repent. The Lord tells Israel that it is a matter of life or death. St. Paul promises that God will provide a way out of each temptation. And Jesus tells a parable about a fruitless tree being given a second chance. God's grace is always the impetus for turning our lives around; and we see it most clearly in our Lord's journey to the cross and tomb for us.

WELCOME

Deacon Carl Emberger
OPENING SONGS


“Blessed Be Your Name”

Misc1

(PRE-CHORUS)

Every blessing You pour out

I’ll turn back to praise

When the darkness closes in

Lord still I will say

Chorus 1

Blessed be the name of the Lord

Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord

Blessed be Your glorious name

Verse 1

Blessed be Your name

In the land that is plentiful

Where Your streams of abundance flow

Blessed be Your name

Verse 2

Blessed be Your name

When I’m found in the desert place

Though I walk through the wilderness

Blessed be Your name

Verse 3

Blessed be Your name

When the sun’s shining down on me

When the world’s all as it should be

Blessed be Your name

Verse 4

Blessed be Your name

On the road marked with suffering

Though there’s pain in the offering

Blessed be Your name

Misc 2

(BRIDGE)

You give and take away

You give and take away

My heart will choose to say

Lord blessed be Your name
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“How Great Is Our God”

Chorus 1

How great is our God

Sing with me

How great is our God

And all will see how great

How great is our God

Verse 1

The splendor of the King

Clothed in majesty

Let all the earth rejoice

All the earth rejoice

He wraps Himself in light

And darkness tries to hide

And trembles at His voice

And trembles at His voice

Verse 2

And age to age He stands

And time is in His hands

Beginning and the End

Beginning and the End

The Godhead three in one

Father Spirit Son

The Lion and the Lamb

The Lion and the Lamb

Misc 1

(BRIDGE)

Name above all names

Worthy of all praise

My heart will sing

How great is our God
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“Here I Am to Worship”

Verse 1

Light of the world

You stepped down into darkness

Opened my eyes let me see

Beauty that made

This heart adore You

Hope of a life spent with You

Chorus 1

So here I am to worship

Here I am to bow down

Here I am to say that You’re my God

And You’re altogether lovely

Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

Verse 2

King of all days

Oh so highly exalted

Glorious in heaven above

Humbly You came

To the earth You created

All for love’s sake became poor

Misc 1

(BRIDGE)

And I’ll never know how much it cost

To see my sin upon that cross

And I’ll never know how much it cost

To see my sin upon that cross
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INVOCATION and PRAYER

Reader:
In the name of God the Father Almighty,

People:
who made heaven and earth.

Reader:
In the name of God the Son,

People:
who reigns in glory and great honor.

Reader:
In the name of the Holy Spirit,

People:
who reveals to us our sin and our Savior. 

Reader:
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:
Amen.

Reader:
O God of love and mercy, how good it is to be here today and to hear once again that You are faithful, that You keep all Your promises of love towards us. Open our eyes to see Your goodness. Open our ears to hear Your words of promise. Open our minds to understand how great Your love is for us.

People:
Open our lips and our mouths to declare Your praise. Amen. 
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION

Reader:
The Lord our God is holy. He also loves justice. In His holiness He requires that people do what is just and right.

People:
Holy God and mighty King, we fall before You aware of the truth that we have not done what is just and right. We confess our faults, failures, and sin to You. We have not lived holy lives. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus the Christ, forgive us. 

Reader:
Lord God, hear our silent confessions for as You were a forgiving God to Israel, You are a forgiving God towards us.

(Silence for personal reflection and confession.)

Reader:
The Lord our God is a forgiving God. He punished our sins when His Son bore the burden of our guilt on the cross. Now, in the name of Jesus and by the power of the cross, I, a called and ordained servant of the King, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:
Amen.  Exalt the Lord our God and worship at His holy mountain. 
SHARING OF THE PEACE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Reader:
Blessed are You, Lord our God, for from the foundation of the world You have provided for our every need of body, soul, and spirit. You loved the world so much as to send Your only Son, our Savior, to pay the penalty for our sins and to open to us Your bountiful mercy. Grant us to faithfully eat His body and drink His blood so that we may receive the gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. To You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all praise and glory in Your kingdom on earth and in heaven.

People:
Amen.

FIRST READING 
Acts 11:1-18 
(The Spirit falls on the Gentiles, which leads to praise.)

Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” But Peter began and explained it to them in order:  “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But the voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is 

called Peter; he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’ As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified 

God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

SPECIAL MUSIC

“You Are My King”

Chorus 1

Amazing love

How can it be

That You my King

Would die for me

Amazing love

I know it’s true

It’s my joy to honor You

In all I do I honor You

Verse 1

I’m forgiven

Because You were forsaken

I’m accepted

You were condemned

I’m alive and well

Your Spirit is within me

Because You died

And rose again

Misc 1

(ENDING)

You are my King

You are my King

Jesus You are my King

Jesus You are my King
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EPISTLE 
Revelation 21:1-7 (The Lord is our God and we are His people.)

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

“Gifts in a Bag”
- Youth


The Greatest Gift of All – Irene McFadden

HOLY GOSPEL 
John 16:12-22 
(The Spirit brings glory to Jesus.) 

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see 

me’? Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. 

SONG OF THE DAY 


“Jesus Messiah”

Chorus 1

Jesus Messiah Name above all names

Blessed Redeemer Emmanuel

The Rescue for sinners

The Ransom from heaven

Jesus Messiah Lord of all

Verse 1

He became sin who knew no sin

That we might become His righteousness

He humbled Himself and carried the cross

Love so amazing love so amazing

Verse 2

His body the bread His blood the wine

Broken and poured out all for love

The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn

Love so amazing love so amazing

Misc 1

(BRIDGE)

All our hope is in You

All our hope is in You

All the glory to You God

The Light of the world

Misc 2

(ENDING)

Jesus Messiah

Lord of all

The Lord of all

The Lord of all
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CONFESSION OF FAITH    
Apostles’ Creed

*I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

*I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.

*I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS

Reader:
When Moses, Aaron, and Samuel called on Your name, O Lord, You answered them. So answer us now, O Lord, as we call on Your name.

People:
Great are You, Lord. We praise Your great and awesome name.

Reader:
You, O Lord, are full of love for us. As the Father’s chosen Son, You offered Yourself as a sacrifice for our sin.    

People:
Great are You, Lord. We praise Your great and awesome name.

Reader:
Transform us into Your likeness and be glorified in us. Fill our hearts with sacrificial love for one another that the whole world may be drawn to You and declare 

People:
great are You, Lord. We praise Your great and awesome name.

Reader:
Cause Your Word to spread throughout our community. Give us and all people ears to listen and let Your name be great in this and every place.

People:
Great are You, Lord. We praise Your great and awesome name.

Reader:
As You are true to Your promises, Lord, never leave us or forsake us. Cause all things to work together for good for we love You and are called according to Your purposes.

People:
Great are You, Lord. We praise Your great and awesome name.

Reader:
When we, like Moses, breathe our last breath, give us good courage, receive our spirits, and grant us eternal life, for our hope is in You and Your resurrection victory.

People:
Great are You, Lord. We praise Your great and awesome name.

Reader:
As Moses served You, give us servant hearts that we would show care to those in need; comfort those in pain and distress; bless those who are lonely; encourage those who are disheartened; help those who struggle and extend mercy to those who are broken and in need of restoration. Especially bless those whom we now name before You in our hearts. 

(Additional petitions may be added here)

Reader:
Extend Your loving care to all those we love, including our family members, our church family, all those who serve us in our schools, work places, medical facilities, and in our local and national governments.

People:
Hear our prayer, great and glorious Lord, for we pray in Your great and awesome name. Amen.

OFFERING


CLOSING PRAYER

Deacon Carl Emberger
Reader:
May the reigning Christ who sits enthroned between the cherubim be with you always.

People:
And also with you.

Reader:
Holy are You, our exalted Lord for You are the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. You humbly journeyed to the cross to bear the burden and weight of our sin. You took on the punishment we deserved that we could stand before the Father, clothed in Your righteousness and purity. Therefore with all on earth who trust in You and with the angel host in heaven, we cry,

People:
holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, heaven and earth are full of Your glory. In Your loving name we pray. Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Reader:
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, the exalted God and reigning King. The whole earth is full of His glory.  The holy, righteous, and loving God bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with His favor and + give you His peace.  

People:
Amen.

CLOSING SONGS

“Forever”

Misc. 1

(PRE-CHORUS)

Sing praise sing praise

Chorus 1

Forever God is faithful

Forever God is strong

Forever God is with us

Forever forever

Verse 1

Give thanks to the Lord

Our God and King

His love endures forever

For he is good He is above all things

His love endures forever

Sing praise sing praise

Verse 2

With a mighty hand

And an outstretched arm

His love endures forever

For the life that’s been reborn

His love endures forever

Sing praise sing praise

Verse 3

From the rising to the setting sun

His love endures forever

And by the grace of God

We will carry on

His love endures forever

Sing praise sing praise
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“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”

Chorus 1

My chains are gone I’ve been set free

My God my Savior has ransomed me

And like a flood His mercy reigns

Unending love amazing grace

Verse 1

Amazing grace how sweet the sound

That saved a wretch like me

I once was lost but now I’m found

Was blind but now I see

Verse 2

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear

And grace my fears relieved

How precious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed

Verse 3

The Lord has promised good to me

His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be

As long as life endures

Verse 4

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow

The sun forbear to shine

But God who called me here below

Will be forever mine

Will be forever mine

You are forever mine
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“Holy Is The Lord”

Misc 1

(PRE-CHORUS)

And together we sing

Everyone sing

Chorus 1

Holy is the Lord God Almighty

The earth is filled with His glory

Holy is the Lord God Almighty

The earth is filled with His glory

The earth is filled with His glory

Verse 1

We stand and lift up our hands

For the joy of the Lord is our strength

We bow down and worship Him now

How great how awesome is He

Misc 2

(BRIDGE)

It is rising up all around

It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown

It’s rising up all around

It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown
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DISMISSAL

Leader:
Go in Peace and Serve the Lord.

People:
Amen, Thanks be to God!
