5/6 Fifth Sunday of Easter

Acts 8:26-40 (Philip baptizes an Ethiopian.

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a
eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He
had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he
said, “How can |, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now
the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter

and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,

so he opens not his mouth.

In his humiliation justice was denied him.

Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good
news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch
said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to
stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he
preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

1 John 4:1-11 (God's love compels us to love.)

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. Little
children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. We
are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this
we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and
knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

John 15:1-8 (Jesus is the vine: we are the branches.)

“l am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-dresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are
clean because of the word that | have spoken to you. Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. | am the vine; you
are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you
can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit
and so prove to be my disciples.

5/13 Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:34-48 (Gentiles are baptized.)

So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows no partiality, butin every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel,



preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ ( he is Lord of all), you yourselves know what
happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. And we are withesses of all that he did both in
the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God
raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not to all the people but to us who had been
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. And he
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of
the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the believers
from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit
was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling
God. Then Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they asked him to remain for some days.

1 John 5:1-8 (We show God's love as we keep His commandments.)

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father
loves whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love
God and obey his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome. For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world.
And this is the victory that has overcome the world— our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the
blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three that
testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.

John 15:9-11 (Jesus' words are to fill us with joy.)

As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you
will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things
| have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

John :- (He chose us to share His love.)

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. Greater love has no one than
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what | command you.

No longer do | call you servants,for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but | have called
you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have made known to you. You did not choose me,
but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things | command you, so
that you will love one another.

5/20 Seventh Sunday of Easter

John 17:11b-19 (Jesus prays for the ministry of His Church after His ascension.

And | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, keep
them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While | was
with them, | kept them in your name, which you have given me. | have guarded them, and not one of them
has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now | am coming to
you, and these things | speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. | have
given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as | am not of
the world. | do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.
They are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As
you sent me into the world, so | have sent them into the world. And for their sake | consecrate myself,that
they also may be sanctified in truth.

Acts 1:12-26 (Jesus' ministry continues with a replacement for Judas.



Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's
journey away. And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying,
Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son
of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these with one accord were devoting
themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.[a]

In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about ) and said,
“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us
and was allotted his share in this ministry.” (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his
wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. And it
became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language
Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) “For it is written in the Book of Psalms,

“May his camp become desolate,

and let there be no one to dwell in it’;

and

“Let another take his office.’

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out
among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of
these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” And they put forward two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know
the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the
lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

1 John 5:9-15 (Our faith testifies to our eternal life in Christ.)

If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he
has borne concerning his Son. Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself.
Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that
God has borne concerning his Son. And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is
in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

| write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have
eternal life. And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his
will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the
requests that we have asked of him.

5/27 The Day of Pentecost
Ezekiel 37:1-14 (God promises to enliven His people and bestow His Spirit on them.)

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in
the middle of the valley;it was full of bones. And he led me around among them, and behold, there were
very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man,
can these bones live?” And | answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy over
these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these
bones: Behold, | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And | will lay sinews upon you, and
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and
you shall know that | am the Lord.”

So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a
rattling,and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And | looked, and behold, there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So |
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet,
an exceedingly great army.

Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them,
Thus says the Lord God: Behold, | will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people.
And | will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that | am the Lord, when | open your




graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall
live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that | am the Lord; | have spoken, and |
will do it, declares the Lord.”

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 (Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.)

“But when the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds
from the Father, he will bear witness about me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been
with me from the beginning.

But | have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that | told them to
you.

“l did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you. But now | am going to him
who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because | have said these things to
you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away,
for if | do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if | go, | will send him to you. And when he
comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin,
because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father, and you will
see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he
will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will
speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is
mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that he will take what is mine
and declare it to you.

Acts 2:1-21 (The Holy Spirit enables the disciples to spread the Word.)

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this
sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them
speak in his own language. And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and
Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of
God.” And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others
mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who
dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these people are not drunk,
as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what was uttered through the prophet
Joel:

“And in the last days it shall be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

and your young men shall see visions,

and your old men shall dream dreams;

even on my male servants and female servants

in those days | will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.

And | will show wonders in the heavens above

and signs on the earth below,

blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;

the sun shall be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood,

before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.

And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’




